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Dictionary
for words that are not in 
common use in modern day e.g. 
annals, galley.

Did you know?
includes interesting facts about 
Waterford.

First for Waterford
these are areas where  

Waterford was the first to  
achieve something such as  
the location where the Irish  
tricolour was first flown in 1848.

Key to workbook

Waterford 
Ambassador Pledge

I am proud to be from Waterford
Ireland’s oldest City.

I promise on my honour
To always represent Waterford as best I can.

I promise never to litter our streets
To always treat others with respect

And to learn our history.
Waterford is my home

And from today I pledge to be a  
Waterford City Ambassador.

Introduction
Waterford City Council has produced this workbook to help educate the young people of Waterford 
and beyond about the city’s rich heritage, both physical and cultural, and to help create awareness 
and pride amongst students of the City they live in. 

The content is targeted at primary school children in 5th and 6th class and is intended to cover 
the local history aspect of the history syllabus. The workbook delivers the history of Waterford in a 
chronological manner,drawing out key events and people from the time. 

The workbook is designed to be interactive with class room based activities 
e.g. crosswords and word searches, and also to encourage students to 
visit the heritage buildings still in existence and to collect stamps at 
the different locations to show that they have discovered Waterford  
for themselves.
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The origins of the  
name Waterford
The name Waterford comes from an old Norse 
word Vedrarfjord that can be traced back to 
the 9th Century (between the years 800-899). 
Vedrarfjord is believed to come from either 

‘Fjord of the rams’ 
which could refer to the 
export of sheep from 
the area or from ‘windy 
fjord’ as Waterford was 
considered to be a safe 
haven for Viking ships 
which came here to 

shelter from the windy Irish sea. Waterford 
was a winter port where the ships spent the 
winter as many Vikings returned home to 
Norway in winter. Waterford is the largest 
settlement in Ireland to retain its old Norse or 
Viking derived place name.

In Irish annals, the settlement at Waterford 
is called Port Láirge, which it is believed is 
named after a ninth century Viking called 
Laraig. Before the arrival of the Vikings, the 
Gaelic Irish named the port ‘Cuan na Gréine’ 
meaning the harbour of the sun. 

Locally Waterford is also known as the Déise or 
An Déise. This name refers to Waterford City 
and County and comes from a tribe of native 
Irish people, the Déice, who were driven from 
Meath to Southern Ireland sometime between 
the fourth and eighth century (300-799).  

The chant of ‘Up the Déise’ is often heard 
at sporting matches where Waterford are 
competing.

The Arrival of Vikings  
in Ireland & Waterford
The period known as the Viking age extended 
from the ninth to the eleventh centuries (800-
1099). This was a time of Viking movements 
overseas, when Viking ships sailed from 
the Scandinavian heartland out across the 
northern hemisphere on voyages of piracy 
and invasions and journeys of commerce, 
exploration and settlement. In Ireland the 
Vikings first appeared in 795 organising 
swift and devastating attacks on monasteries 
and other settlements. The Viking longboats 
took full advantage of Ireland’s river system, 
which allowed them to travel deep inland and 
carry off both slaves and treasure with little 
difficulty. 
 
By about 850 these Viking raiders found it 
easier to spend winter in Ireland and they 
established longphorts (or ships havens) 
at various locations around the coast. We 
know from the annals that a longphort was 
established at Waterford in 853 by the Viking 
King Sitricus at Woodstown which is 5km 
upstream from the present City. Waterford 
was an attractive location for the Vikings 
because it gave access to the rivers Suir, Nore 
and Barrow which in turn gave the Vikings 
access to the lands accessible by these rivers. 

Dictionary:
Annals
are records  

written by monks  
and kept in monasteries.

History of Waterford
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9th Century AD
Viking settlement first 

established on the banks  
of the River Suir in the  
area then known as  
‘Cuan na Gréine’ or  

‘The harbour of the sun’

Did you know?
Founded by the Vikings in 914 AD Waterford City is over 1,000 years old and 
Ireland’s oldest City. Waterford is also older than all of the northern European 
capitals, with the exception of London and Paris.

As with all of the ninth-century Viking bases 
in Ireland, their base at Waterford appears to 
have been abandoned by 902, for in that year 
the annals tell us that ‘the foreigners were 
driven out of Ireland’ by the Gaelic Irish.

In 914 the great Viking adventurer and 
pirate Regnall, grandson of Ivor the Boneless, 
established a base in Waterford and built 
a longphort, which would in time become 
the modern City. To protect the longphort 
from attack a fort known as Dundory 
(Dun=Fort) was built on or close to the 
site where Reginald’s Tower stands today.  

Dundory or Reginald’s Tower became the 
centre of the Viking settlement in Waterford 
City. 

In 918 Regnall took a fleet of ships and left 
Waterford sailing for York in England. York or 
Jorvik (pronounced Yorvik) as it was known 
then, was controlled by the Danish Vikings 
and was perhaps the most important City in 
the Viking world. After some fierce fighting, 
Regnall and his fleet captured York and he 
became the first Norse ruler of the City and 

had the title ‘King of Waterford and 
York’ until he died in 952.

Regnall surveys Dundory fort from  
his longboat on The River Suir
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Life in Viking Waterford
Life for the Viking Age inhabitants of 
Waterford was short with most dying before 
they reached the age of forty. Houses were 
made of wattle (poles with reed intertwined) 
with a timber frame to support the thatch 
roof. In the middle of each house was an 
open hearth, used for cooking and to provide 
heat; the smoke escaped through a hole in the 
roof. Some houses had insulation by having a 
double set of walls which they filled in between 
with bracken (ferns), dried leaves and moss. 

Viking inhabitants were skilled craftsmen 
and objects such as tableware, gaming 
boards, musical instruments and 
jewellery have been uncovered during 

excavations in the City. The Vikings also 
introduced new styles which were to influence 
craftsmen working with stone, leather, bone, 
metal and parchment and they in turn were 
influenced by Gaelic Irish craftsmen.

The Vikings played a very important role in 
the future development of Waterford City by 
establishing Ireland’s first commercial centre 
and port, which brought Waterford and Ireland 
in close contact with other European locations 
and which was to be central to Waterford’s 
economic growth over the centuries. The 
settlement built by the Vikings in Waterford 

with its great fleet of boats was highly prized 
by Gaelic kings who were struggling for 
control of their provinces or the High 
Kingship of Ireland. 

Life in Viking Waterford

First mention of  
Reginald’s tower 
in the annals

1088
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Some place names in the City also owe their 
origins to the Vikings. For example the place 
name Ballytruckle comes from the Viking 
chieftain Torcal or Turgesius and Ballygunner 
was the homestead of another Viking Gunnar.
 

Reginald’s Tower
 
Reginald’s Tower is the oldest civic urban 
structure in Ireland and has played a central 
role in Ireland’s history. It is first mentioned in 
the Irish Annals as early as 1088. Reginald’s 
Tower marks the site of the first defensive 
structure built by the Viking settlers. The tower 
was named after Ragnall MacGillemaire, an 
Irish Viking ruler of the City who was later 
held prisoner in the tower when the City fell to 
Strongbow and the Anglo Normans in 1170. 

Reginald’s Tower is strategically located and 
this site provided both shelter and security for 
the Viking invaders. When it was built it was 

situated on high ground between St John’s 
River, which has since been drained and is now 
The Mall, and the River Suir. From the tower, 
enemies could be seen clearly approaching the 
City by river.

 
It was in Reginald’s Tower that Strongbow, 
the leader of the Anglo Normans, met Aoife 
the daughter of Diarmait MacMurchada, the 
King of Leinster, and where their marriage 
feast took place following their wedding in 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

During its lifetime, the tower has been a 
prison, a royal castle, a mint for making 
money, a store for guns and a home for the 
Chief Constable of Waterford. In the 1950s 
the tower was opened to the public for the first 
time. Reginald’s Tower has been in continuous 
use for over 800 years and is now a museum 
which houses Waterford’s Viking collection  
of artefacts.

V Q Y Y W R Q G H O T M D S Y

M E W R I J Z X S B S P M L R

P J D V O E J I J R B W B K U

F I E R T D T L L A N G E R T

F R R W A R N D Z I G Y K O N

B Q H A I R O U F D G L L Y E

V Z B C T V F F D E K O D D C

K Q U A B E W J O R L N L C A

A S N E V A H C O F W G F O C

S G W D U N Q D C R N P F H L

R Z M O N F Z T D I D H E R X

Z U U A P H K I K N H O G F X

A N N A L S J I S B V R I C P

P E D C O F V T J R H T C M A

O V C X Z P W P T T G I K M F

Annals
Century
Dundory
Fort
Haven
Longphort
Pirate
Raider
Regnall
River
Sitricus
Vedrarfjord
Viking
York

Viking Word Search

Reginald’s Tower
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Diarmait MacMurchada was a great enemy 
of Waterford. He attacked the City in 1137 
but failed to capture it. He was expelled from 
Ireland for fighting with other Irish kings for 
the High Kingship of Ireland. Diarmait went 
to England to look for help. Richard de Clare, 
Earl of Pembroke also known as Strongbow, 
agreed to help but he wanted some of the 
Irish land in return. If Strongbow married 
Diarmait’s daughter Aoife, he would be the 
heir to the Kingdom of Leinster. 

In 1169, a group of Anglo Norman mercenaries 
(paid soldiers) landed in Wexford at the 
invitation of Diarmait MacMurchada and by 
1170 they were at the walls of Waterford 
with an army of 1,100 soldiers. After a bloody 
battle Strongbow and his armour clad Anglo 
Norman supporters captured the City and the 
Vikings were expelled from the City, settling 
in the western suburbs of the City. The arrival 
of the Normans brought about a dramatic 
change for the City.

The Marriage of Strongbow and Aoife
Under Brehon Law, the old Irish Law of the time, Aoife could not be forced into the arranged marriage. 
Luckily for her father Aoife did fall in love with Strongbow. Strongbow and Aoife were married in Christ 
Church Cathedral on 25th August 1170. The marriage of Strongbow and Aoife marked the end of the 
Viking Age in Irish history and the beginning of English involvement in Irish affairs.

The marriage of Strongbow and Aoife

The Coming of  
     The Normans
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King Henry II of England feared that Strongbow and other Normans were becoming too 
powerful so he decided to visit Ireland himself and take control. He landed in Waterford on 
October 18th 1171 with 400 ships, 500 knights and 4,000 foot soldiers. This was the first 
time an English king had set foot in an Irish City. Strongbow and the other Norman Lords 
swore to be loyal to him. Henry II recognised Strongbow as MacMurchada’s heir to Leinster 
but the King retained control over the strategically important port cities of Waterford and 
Dublin. Henry elevated Waterford to the status of Royal City which owed its loyalty to the 
Anglo Norman King of England Henry II, a status that was to change the course of the 
City’s history dramatically.

Some years later King Henry II decided to 
send his son John to rule Ireland and gave 
him the title Lord of Ireland. On April 1st 
1185, 18 year old Prince John arrived in 
Waterford. During his time in Waterford 
he ordered the re-fortification of the old 
Viking walls and the construction of the 
ground and first floor of the present 
Reginald’s Tower were begun at this time. 
This investment in the City’s defences 
shows how important Waterford was 
to England at this time. John also gave 
land to the St John’s Benedictine Priory, 
the ruins of which are still visible on  
Manor Street.

During Anglo Norman times a circuit of 
walls with fifteen gates and twenty towers 
were built. Over the centuries many of 
these were taken down but a number of 
towers still remain, the most impressive 
being Reginald’s Tower. Other remnants 
of the city walls include the Beach 
Tower, St Martin’s Gate, Watch Tower, 
Double Tower, French Tower and Semi  
Lunar Tower.

During his time in Waterford John enjoyed 
too much wine and fresh Irish salmon 
and became ill and thinking that he had 
caught leprosy he promised God that he 
would build a leper hospital if he lived. 
John did live and a leper hospital was built 
in Waterford, dedicated to St Stephen. 
During John’s first visit to Waterford he 
also insulted the Irish Chiefs and Norman 
Lords and indulged in extravagant living 
and after only eight months in Ireland, 
King Henry recalled John to England.

King John and the Medieval City

Did you know?
The earliest coin found to date in 

Waterford is a silver halfpenny of 
John as Lord of Ireland, 
before he became King 
that dates to about 1190. 
This type of coin was 

made in the mint (a place 
where coins are made)  
in Waterford.

1171
King Henry lands 

in Waterford
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Questions
1. What did Diarmait MacMurchada promise Strongbow in return for his help?

2. Why did King Henry II come to Ireland?

3. How did Waterford benefit from the visit of Prince John?

4. What different uses has Reginald’s Tower been put to over the years?

Clues Across

3. Where are coins made?

4.  Who did Strongbow expel  
 from the City?

6.  What was the name of the Irish  
 law at that time?

Clues Down

1. What kingdom did Strongbow  
 inherit when Diarmait died?

2. Who did Strongbow marry?

5. Who was King Henry II’s son?

Did you know?
The St John’s Bridge in John Street is the oldest bridge in Ireland. Originally built as 
a wooden bridge it was replaced by a stone one in medieval times and was enlarged 
in 1765. A bridge has stood on this site since before 1200 making it arguably the 
second oldest urban structure in the country.

Norman 
Crossword1

2 3

6

1

5

4
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In May 1210 John, now King of England, 
returned to Waterford for a second time. He 
recognised Waterford as ‘a pearl of great price’ 
and ordered the extension of the City walls which 
increased the City to almost three times its size 
during Viking times. He gifted the Cathedral 
with lands, and it is about this time that the 
Gothic style Christ Church Cathedral was 
built. John encouraged trade by granting the 
City the right to hold an annual fair for the 
first eight days of August, and his grandson 
Edward I extended the period by a further eight days.  
The grant of an annual fair was a special privilege intended to attract foreign merchants to the 
City and was much sought after by all towns and cities. John also ordered that a mint be set up in 

Reginald’s Tower to provide silver for the merchants (business people) of Waterford which 
prospered during this time and became Ireland’s leading City after Dublin. In 1215, John 

granted the City a Charter of Incorporation. 

From the coming of the Normans in 
1170 until the end of the 17th Century, 
Waterford City received over 30 Royal 
Charters. The Kings and Queens of 
England granted Charters to Waterford 
to help ensure Waterford’s continuing 
support for the Crown. Waterford in turn 
valued the Charters because it gave local 
citizens the power to govern their own 
City. The Charters were not free and 
Waterford would have had to pay for the 
privilege of receiving a Charter and this 
money would have been used to finance 
activities by the King or Queen such  
as wars.

The Charter gave the citizens many rights and privileges:
1.  It made provision for the   election of a Mayor.

2.  It allowed a court to sit.
3. It regulated trade meaning  that all ships entering   Waterford Harbour had to   unload at Waterford

4.  It granted the ‘great port  of Waterford’ to the citizens.
5.  It allowed houses to be built  on the banks of St. John’s River.

Dictionary: Charter
A Charter is a grant from a King, Queen or Lord 
conferring certain rights and protecting certain privileges.
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It is the year 1170 and Waterford has just been invaded by the Normans and the Vikings defeated. 
Decide whether you are a Norman (Strongbow), a Viking (Regnall) or Aoife and write a diary entry 
of the invasion and what happened afterwards.

Viking and 
Norman Walls
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The 13th Century was a golden age for 
Waterford as foreign merchants flocked to 
the City, bringing with them knowledge of 
their markets to Waterford, and many made 
Waterford their home. Waterford at this 
time was the greatest importer of wine and 
the second greatest exporter of wool and 
hides. This prosperity was in large part due 
to Waterford’s position as the nearest port 
to France, then the country’s main source for 
wine, and had close trading links with Bristol, 
the chief port of Western England. The Rivers 
Suir, Nore and Barrow also gave easy access 
to an extensive and prosperous neighbourhood 
around Waterford. Taxing trade helped the 
king raise revenue for the defence of his 
kingdom and on a local level this included 
defence of the City itself. 

Both Kings Henry III and Edward I made 
murage grants to the city for the building 
and repair of its defences. The City flourished 
during the 13th Century and many new 
monasteries, friaries and churches were built 
along with the improvements to the City’s 
defences. 

In 1226 the Dominican friars arrived in 
Waterford. Their friary, known locally as 
Blackfriars, is still largely intact on its original 
site in Arundel Square. It was the city council, 
on behalf of the citizens, who granted the 
Dominicans the site on which to build their 
friary. The monks wore black habits and were 
popularly known as ‘Black Friars’ and the street 
which connects the friary to Barronstrand 
Street still bears the name Blackfriars. In 1539 
the building ceased to be used as a friary 
and was subsequently used as a courthouse  
and theatre.

The Franciscans also arrived in the 13th 
century (1200-1299) and they looked after 
the poor and uneducated who made up the 
largest portion of the population in Waterford, 
as in most European cities. The Franciscans 
wore grey habits made of wool as a sign of 
their humility and were sometimes known 
as Greyfriars, which is now the name of the 
street which runs past the main entrance to 
the Friary. In 1693 the Franciscan friary was 
granted to the French Huguenots as a place 
of worship and became known as the French 
Church which it is still known as today.

Dictionary: Murage
Murage grants were a tax put on a named range of goods 
entering the city. This money was collected by the authorities  
and used for the building or repair of town walls.

Waterford in the 13th Century
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While King Henry III never visited Waterford, 
he did give the citizens the right to levy taxes 
(murage grants) to cover the cost of enclosing 
a large extension to the City, to cater for the 
City’s growing population. 

During King Henry’s reign, Waterford was 
recognised as the wine capital of Ireland and 
a Charter given by Henry allowed the City 
authorities to pay only half the usual tax on 
imported wine to ensure that the royal port 
prospered. The importance of wine during the 
middle ages was in part due to the fact that 
people believed that water was bad for their 
health and tea and coffee had not yet been 
introduced from Europe.

When Henry died in 1272, Waterford was 
the largest and richest City in Ireland after 
Dublin. The City was well defended with 
many fine buildings which included some 

ten churches inside the City walls. Henry was 
succeeded by Edward I who gave 
the citizens of Waterford the 
right to elect their own Mayor. 
A list of all Waterford City’s 
Mayors is on display in City 
Hall starting with the 
earliest named 
Mayor Roger de 
Lom (an English 
merchant from 
Bristol) who 
was elected in 
1284.

Waterford becomes the Wine Capital of Ireland

When King John died in 1216 he was succeeded by his son, Henry III, but as he was only nine 
years old William Marshall, one of the wealthiest men in England, was to rule until Henry came 
of age. William Marshall had married Strongbow and Aoife’s daughter, Isabel, and had inherited 
Diarmait McMurchada’s lands in Leinster. Marshall was jealous of the profits being made by the 
royal ports in Dublin and Waterford and built New Ross as a rival to Waterford. He also built 
Hook Lighthouse to encourage trade in New Ross and guide ships safely to his port. Waterford 
and New Ross were now competing for imports and exports. While William Marshall was ruler 
of England he tried to give New Ross every advantage over Waterford. However, when Henry 
III took control in 1219 he reconfirmed that all foreign ships entering Waterford Harbour must 
unload at Waterford which meant that the authorities in Waterford could collect a tax on all 
incoming goods. This meant that only ships coming from Leinster could unload at New Ross.

1272
First 
Mayor of
Waterford
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War and Plague
Edward I’s reign marked a period of 
unprecedented growth and prosperity for 
Waterford as foreign merchants flocked to 
the city. But while Edward’s reign had been 
good for Waterford, the wars that Edward 
had engaged with abroad meant that he 
didn’t have the money to defend Waterford, 
his Anglo Norman colony in Ireland, when the 
Gaelic kings and princes started to reassert 
themselves. 

Waterford was under attack from the County 
Waterford Power family who were based 
at Dunhill. In 1345 the Powers attacked 
Waterford destroying the countryside around 

the City. In 1368, the Powers were joined 
by the O’Driscolls from Cork who attacked 
Waterford but were stopped just outside the 
City’s gates. While the city escaped capture 
the Mayor and Sheriff of Waterford, the 
Master of the Templars at Kilbarry and about 
100 chief citizens and merchants died in  
the battle.

This century also saw the plague known as 
the ‘Black Death’ wipe out a third of the city’s 
population. The sharp decline in population 
across all of Europe as a result of the 
plague also caused a decline in the demand 
for imported goods; this was particularly 
bad for Waterford who depended on these  
overseas markets. 
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The Great Charter Roll
During this time the town of New Ross were trying to convince King Edward III to break Waterford’s 
monopoly on ships entering the harbour and to give the ports equal trading rights. In 1372 the 
Mayor had to search the City archives to prove to Edward III that his predecessors had given 
Waterford a trading monopoly. The City’s charters and other documents were stitched together to 
form a long roll measuring four metres in length and beautiful colour illustrations were added to 
flatter the King. The Charter Rolls show that the citizens of Waterford saw themselves very much 
linked to the English crown.

As merchants engaged in overseas trade they needed these ties with the English crown for a 
number of reasons: 

1. They traded with areas controlled by the crown,  
2. They used crown courts if debtors didn’t pay,  
3. They expected the King to provide them with protection on the seas from piracy, and  
4. As subjects of the King they didn’t have to pay the taxes paid by foreign merchants. 

The Great Charter Roll appears to have won over King Edward III as he allowed the City to 
retain its trading privileges over New Ross.

 
Choristers Hall and Medieval Undercroft
The Great Charter Roll still exists today and is on display in the Medieval Museum 
along with other artefacts from the city’s medieval period. The medieval 
undercrofts are cellar like structures located under the early 18th century 
Deanery (now the Motor Tax office) and are unique in Ireland. The 
earliest undercroft dates from the 13th century and was built as a 
Deanery. The 13th century undercroft is linked by a series of steps to an 
upper undercroft which dates from the early 15th century and belonged 
to Waterford’s most famous Mayor, James Rice. The undercrofts 
are incorporated into the Chorister’s Hall which is a state of the art  
medieval museum

Choristor’s Hall

1372
Great Charter  
Roll created
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Throughout the fifteenth century all attempts to restore royal authority in Ireland to the level 
enjoyed in the thirteenth century failed, and to a great extent cities like Waterford were left to 
manage themselves. The City was often forced to wage war against its enemies and to make 
payments of protection money or black rents to prevent piracy of its ships and supplies. The enemies 
of the City included both the Gaelic Irish and the ever persistent Powers. The last major conflict 
with the O’Driscolls and the Powers took place in 1461 when O’Driscoll arrived at Tramore. The 
Mayor along with a small army succeeded in killing several of the O’Driscolls and ten of the Powers. 
Among the prisoners taken for ransom was The O’Driscoll Óg, together with six of his sons and 
three of their galleys. Some believe that these three galleys (ships) represent the three galleys on the 
Waterford City coat of arms.

During the reign of Henry VII in 
the 15th Century there were two 
pretenders to the English throne. In 
1487, Lambert Simnel came to Ireland 
to look for support for his claim to 
the throne. The Mayor of Waterford, 
James Butler, refused to support his 
claim. As a reward for the City’s loyalty 
Henry VII, granted a charter giving the 
citizens the right to have a gallows for 
hanging prisoners and a prison within 
the City.

Waterford Remains Untaken –  
Urbs Intacta Manet Waterfordia

Late Medieval Waterford
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James Rice (?–1488)
James Rice had a major influence in Waterford in the late fifteenth century. James first became 
Mayor of Waterford in 1467 and took on this role a total of eleven times between the years 
1467 and 1488 at a time when the holder of the office was the King’s representative and was 
held personally responsible for everything that happened during his term of office. He was a very 
religious man and took on the role of Mayor out of a sense of duty.

Rice was Bailiff (Deputy Mayor) and James Butler was Mayor when in 1487 the Earl of Kildare 
threatened to hang the City Council at their doorposts if they did not accept the pretender to the 
English throne, Lambert Simnel. However, the City Council refused to either accept Simnel or to 
have him proclaimed king in the City. In recognition of the City’s loyalty, Henry VII sent the City a 
new charter and the money to purchase 200 bows, 400 bow strings and 9,600 arrows.

James Rice’s tomb is in 
Christ Church Cathedral 
and he actually designed it 
himself before he went on a 
pilgrimage to Spain which he 
thought he might not return 
alive from. James actually 
died around 1488 and was 
buried with great pomp and 
ceremony in the tomb he  
had prepared.

In 1495, a second claimant to Henry’s throne, 
Perkin Warbeck, arrived in the City seeking 
support. The City refused to recognise Warbeck 
as king and as a result Warbeck’s supporters 
attacked the City. With cannon mounted on 
their ships Warbeck’s supporters began the first 
artillery siege of an Irish City. Waterford was 
well prepared with guns installed along the 
wall and on the towers and after an eleven day 
assault and the sinking of some of Warbeck’s 

ships the siege was lifted. Some of Warbeck’s 
supporters were killed during the fighting and 
some were captured and taken to the market 
place where they were beheaded and their 
heads put on public display! King Henry VII, 
delighted with the citizens of Waterford, sent 
a letter to the Mayor conferring on the City 
the title ‘Urbs Intacta Manet Waterfordia’ or 
Waterford remains the untaken City which is 
on the City’s coat of arms.
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Waterford’s Coat of Arms
Waterford city’s coat of arms has developed over the centuries. The modern coat of arms still uses 
the motto Urbs Intacta Manet Waterfordia and contains three galleys which first appeared on 
the crest in 1510 in the Charter from King Henry VII. Up until 1953 the crest incorporated three 
lions passant which were symbols of the English monarchy since the time of Henry II. The royal 
arms which appeared above the three galleys are symbolic that the monarch’s authority would be 
absolute throughout their dominions and that Waterford was a City with a Royal Charter. The 
lions remained part of the city arms until 1953 when a new patent issued by the Chief Herald’s 
office included only the three galleys without the three lions. The seahorse used in the crest is an 

imaginary creature and not the small fish we know. It symbolises the power of the 
sea and safe travel by sea. It is often used on the coat of arms of ports.

First for Waterford
Cannon mounted on the ringworks in front of Reginald’s Tower saved 
the City and gave Waterford the distinction of being the first Irish  
city to use artillery in its defence.
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Sixteenth Century Waterford
At the start of the 16th century, the citizens of Waterford had 
every reason to be optimistic. By supporting King Henry VII 
against the pretenders to the throne, they had made the right 
choice while Dublin and Cork had supported the pretenders to 
the throne. King Henry VII was secure in his throne and he had 
a son who would replace him and who would become Henry 
VIII. The favour shown to Waterford City by Henry VII was 
continued by his successors Henry VIII, Edward VI and Mary, all of whom granted charters to the 
City. A Charter granted by Henry VIII has the earliest representation of the City’s coat of arms with 
the three galleys.

The Reformation
In 1547 Edward VI, Henry VIII’s son, became King of England when he was only nine years of 
age. Edward reigned for only six years and his religious reforms, including the introduction of the 
First Book of Common Prayer, had little influence on Waterford. The City was still considered an 
important outpost of royal authority in Ireland and received two new charters from the young 
king. In 1553 Edward was succeeded by his half sister, Mary, known as Bloody Mary because of 
her execution of almost 400 Protestants in an attempt to restore the Catholic faith in England. 
Mary also gave Waterford a new charter and during this period Waterford enjoyed a great trade 
relationship with Spain and most Irish wine imports came from that kingdom.

Luke Wadding (1588–1657)
Luke Wadding was born in Waterford on October 16th 1588, the youngest 
of a family of fourteen. He was a celebrated scholar and member of the 
Franciscan Order. Wadding became a Franciscan in 1607 and was ordained 
a priest in 1613. He collected funds for the establishment of the Irish College 
in Rome for the education of Irish priests which opened in 1625. He was an 
enthusiastic supporter of Irish Catholics and his college became the strongest 
advocate of the Irish cause in Rome as Ireland’s representative at the 
Vatican. It is through Luke Wadding’s efforts that St Patrick’s Day became a 
feast day in Ireland. A statue of Luke Wadding is located outside Greyfriars.

1588
Luke Wadding Born
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First for Waterford:
Waterford was the first City to celebrate St Patrick’s Day as a national 
holiday. In 1903 Waterford Corporation (now City Council) declared 
that St Patrick’s Day should be a general holiday throughout the City 
and to entirely suspend business that day. Before this, St Patrick’s Day 
was not a national holiday in Ireland. 

While the feast of St Patrick had been celebrated since 
medieval times especially by the Franciscans, it was not until 

the mid-seventeenth century that the 17th of March became 
a holy day of obligation in the Catholic Church. When the 
Waterford born Franciscan Luke Wadding was appointed 

to the Congregation of the Breviary in Rome he included St. 
Patrick’s Day among the official saints days for the first time.

Questions
1. What did King Henry III do for the benefit of Waterford during his reign?

2. What impact did the ‘Black Death’ have on Waterford in the fourteenth century?

3. Who were the pretenders to the throne?

4. Who is the earliest named Mayor of Waterford?

5. What was the importance of the Great Charter Roll?



Page 20

Norman 
Crossword2     Clues Across

     1. Who was the second pretender to the throne?

     3.  Who built New Ross port?

4.  What did people in the middle ages drink instead of water?

5. When was the Waterford annual fair held?

6. What style of church was Christchurch Cathedral in King John’s time?

7. Where did the Power family live?

Clues Down

2. Name the plague that killed one third of Waterford’s population?

4. Which Irish city was the first to use artillery in its defence?

1 2

3

4

5

6

7
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Queen Elizabeth I dominated Irish history 
in the second half of the sixteenth century 
(1500-1599). When she came to the throne, 
royal power in Ireland did not extend much 
beyond the Pale (the area around Dublin) 
and the larger towns. By the end of her reign 
great areas of land had been devastated and 
Gaelic power had been crushed forever by 
the Queen’s forces. Elizabeth re-established 
the Protestant Church of England and tried 
to impose her brand of Protestantism on 
Ireland which was coming under the influence 
of the Counter Reformation Catholicism 
of mainland Europe and Spain. While 
Waterford has been traditionally loyal to the 
English crown, through trading with Catholic 
France and Spain, Waterford merchants 
developed a strong loyalty to Rome which  
made it impossible to accept Elizabeth’s 
reformed church. 

Waterford did benefit from Elizabeth’s reign. 
One of the Charters granted by Elizabeth 
proclaimed the City and its liberties (lands 
outside the City walls but under its control) 
as a separate county to be governed by the 
Mayor and two Sheriffs. Another Charter 
granted by Elizabeth later in her reign, gave the 
Corporation (City Council) the villages, towns 
and lands of Grange, Ballytruckle and the new 
lands adjoined to Waterford north of the River 
Suir (Ferrybank) together with the Abbey of 
Kilculiheen, previously in County Kilkenny. 
 

 

Queen Elizabeth I died in 1603 and was 
succeeded by James I who had little time for 
cities with dual loyalty to him as King and 
to the Catholic Church in Rome. The citizens 
of Waterford refused to take the Oath of 
Supremacy that recognised James as head of 
the Church. Between 1606 to 1607 Waterford 
had five Mayors in quick succession because 
the first four refused to take the oath and were 
sent to Cork jail! This resistance continued 
until 1618 when local government (Waterford 
Corporation) was suspended and for the rest 
of the king’s reign the city was ruled directly 
by government appointees. 
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Following James I death in 1625, the citizens of Waterford petitioned the new king, Charles I, for 
a new Charter. In 1626 for a fee of £3,000 (an enormous sum of money at this time), Charles I 
granted the city a new charter known as the Great Governing Charter of Waterford. For the citizens 
of Waterford this was a historic occasion because it meant that the City could once again govern 
itself and function properly instead of being ruled by government appointees.

 
Admiral of the Harbour
This Charter granted by Charles I conferred upon the Mayor a new title, that of admiral of the 
harbour and on June 21st 1625, the Mayor of Waterford sailed down river and for the first time 
ever he cast a silver dart into the river where the three sisters (Suir, Nore and Barrow) meet the sea. 
As he cast the dart, he would drive out King Neptune with the chant ‘According to the Charter, as 
Mayor of Waterford and Admiral of the Port, I claim these waters’. This tradition is still continued 
with modern Mayors on June 21st each year.

Cromwell at the Gates of the City
As a strongly Catholic City, Waterford found itself in November 1649 under siege by the New 
Model Army of Oliver Cromwell. The siege lasted nine days but Cromwell had little artillery, and 
was slowed down by the winter weather and an outbreak of dysentery among his troops. As a 
result Cromwell marched off to the west, leaving Waterford with the proud record of being the only 
City that Cromwell besieged and failed to capture. The next year, his son-in-law, General Henry 
Ireton, took the City after a long siege. A cannon ball said to be from this siege is still embedded 
in the wall of Reginald’s Tower. 

Did you know?
During the early 17th Century, Waterford was known as Parva Roma or Little Rome, 
because of its strong allegiance to the Pope and because it was scholars mainly from 
Waterford City and its surrounding areas that helped drive the Catholic counter 
reformation in Ireland. 

1649
Waterford under siege 

by Cromwell
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The victor’s original plan was to expel the entire Catholic population 
but this proved to be impractical, but those Catholics that remained 
lost all their civic rights and about one third of the population lost 
property. Others were not so lucky, hordes of homeless were captured 
and transported to Barbados as servants for the English planters and 
to this day there is a small village in Barbados called Waterford!
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Waterford was transformed during the eighteenth century from a walled 
enclave to a modern European City. In 1703 it was necessary to enlarge the 
quays by demolishing portions of the city walls fronting the river. Turgesius 
Tower, which stood on the present AIB site opposite the Clock Tower, was 
removed. A new and more peaceful era was emerging. Waterford, which up 
until then had been contained within its walls for centuries, was beginning 
to expand outwards.

As well as removing some of the old medieval defences the City also replaced 
some of the old 12th and 13th century churches with what were considered 
gracious and modern buildings. Along the quays, the new merchant class 
built their homes overlooking the River Suir so they could keep an eye on 
their property. As early as 1703 a piped water system was in operation in 
the City and in 1732 street lighting was installed with households paying 
for its upkeep. St Patrick’s Church on Patrick Street was rebuilt in 1727 and 
shortly afterwards in 1734 the old Norse foundation of St Olaf’s was rebuilt 
on Peter Street.

Did you know?
Olaf the Holy was one of the 
greatest men in Viking history. He 
is to the people of Norway what 
St. Patrick is to the Irish. In the 9th 
Century the Vikings of Waterford 
raised their first stone church and it 
was dedicated to Olaf the Holy.

Waterford as a Modern 
European City in the 
18th Century

1732
Street lighting installed
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John Roberts 1714 - 1796
John Roberts was born in Waterford in 
1714. His father was a local builder and 
although he may have learnt some basic skills 
from him, his formal education is unclear.  
It is believed that he was partially trained as 
an architect in London. At the age of about 
17, John eloped with Mary Susannah Sautelle, 
daughter of a Waterford Huguenot (French 
Protestant) family. They were forced to elope 
because John’s family felt that Mary was 
not good enough as she came from a poorer 
family. Despite this, the marriage worked out 
well, as they had 22 children, although only 8 
survived to adulthood.

In 1746 John Roberts was requested by Bishop 
Richard Chenevix to complete the new Bishop’s 
Palace. This was his first major work in the city 
and led to further commissions in Waterford. 
In 1785 he built the residence of William 
Morris, now the Harbour Commissioners’ 
headquarters and the Waterford Chamber 
offices in Gladstone Street. In 1787 he was 
commissioned to build a new Leper Hospital 
on John’s Hill. Roberts also built the Assembly 
Rooms on the Mall in 1788, which is now 
the Theatre Royal and City Hall. Unique to 
Waterford, both the Catholic and Protestant 
Cathedrals were designed and constructed by 
the same architect, Roberts.
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Bishop’s Palace
In the 1730s, the area now known as The Mall was created when the tidal 

pond on The Mall was drained and the land reclaimed to create a broad 
tree lined thoroughfare with a bowling green opposite Reginald’s Tower. In 
1741 the Church of Ireland Bishop of Waterford and Lismore commissioned 
the building of the Bishop’s Palace, which was to become the finest 
eighteenth century Ecclesiastical palace in Ireland. The Bishop’s Palace 
has been restored and now tells the story of the history of Waterford  

from 1700 to 1970.

Christ Church Cathedral  
through the ages
The first church built on this site where Christ Church 
Cathedral now stands was built around 1050, when the 
Vikings converted from Pagans to Christians and was 
Waterford’s first cathedral. The first Bishop of Waterford 
was Malchus who was appointed in 1096. In 1210 the 
Normans had taken over Waterford and they built a 
new Gothic Cathedral. An uncovered pillar from this 
gothic church is visible in today’s Cathedral.

In 1534, Henry VIII passed the ‘Act of Supremacy’ 
denying the authority of the Pope and the Catholic 
Church establishing Protestantism as the Church of 
England. Protestantism spread in the following years 
under the reigns of Henry’s son King Edward VI (who 
was only nine years old when he became king!) and 
later under Henry’s daughter Queen Elizabeth I. Christ 
Church Cathedral became a place of worship for the 
Church of Ireland (Anglican) congregation.

Bishop’s Palace

1779
Christchurch  
Cathedral  
completed
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By the 18th century, the forward thinking 
Corporation (now City Council) thought that 
the Gothic Cathedral was very old fashioned 
and recommended to the Bishop that a new 
one should be built. Bishop Chenevix was not 
happy with this idea so a little trick was played 
to ‘help’ him change his mind. Some builders 
arranged for rubble to fall in the Bishop’s 
path as he walked through the Church, just 
close enough to give him a shock or two! 
After a couple of narrow escapes, Chenevix 
decided that a new Georgian Cathedral was 

a must and the Waterford 
architect John Roberts 
was the man to design it.  
In 1773 the Norman Gothic 
Cathedral came down, but it 
was so strongly built that gun powder had 
to be used in its demolition. The present 
Cathedral, designed by John Roberts, was 
started in 1773 and was completed in 1779.  
In 1815 the famous organ builder, Thomas 
Elliot, built the Cathedral’s beautiful organ.

Did you know?
Waterford is the only City with both a protestant and catholic cathedral 
designed by the same person – John Roberts.

Christchurch Cathedra

l
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City Hall
City Hall was designed by John Roberts and work began on the building in 1783, the same year 
the Penrose family opened their new glass house. It was originally built as a playhouse (theatre) 
and assembly rooms but in 1813 Waterford Corporation bought the lease and moved the City 
offices into the building where they still remain to this day. The Council Chamber in City Hall has on 
display a Waterford Crystal chandelier dating from the mid-1780s which is the largest and oldest 
piece of Waterford glass in existence.

Questions
1.  When was Christ Church Cathedral first built?

2.  On what date were Strongbow and Aoife married?

3.  What is the style of the modern Christ Church Cathedral?

4.  Which Waterford born architect designed the modern Christ Church Cathedral?

5.  Name one famous Mayor of Waterford whose tomb is in Christ Church Cathedral?

6.   In the Cathedral of the Most Holy Trinity (Barronstrand Street), there are Latin words written  
 above the altar. What are these words? See if you can find out what they mean.

1783
Penrose Family open their  

glass house
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Brother Edmund Ignatius 
Rice (1762-1844)
Edmund Rice was born in Callan, Co Kilkenny in 1762 
and in 1779 he moved to Waterford to live with his uncle, 
Michael Rice, who was a successful merchant. Edmund Rice 
was a devout Catholic and in 1802 he established his first 
school for poor Catholic boys in New Street in 1802. In 
1803 the site at Barrack Street was acquired and named 
Mount Sion which became the mother house of the order 
and is still a school today. From these small beginnings the 
worldwide organisations of the Christian Brothers and the 
Presentation Brothers were established. 

Edmund’s vision was to open schools ‘in all parts of the 
kingdom’ and between 1802 and 1820 schools were 
opened in Waterford, Carrick on Suir, Dungarvan, Cork, 
Dublin, Cappoquin, Limerick and Thurles. The Presentation 
Brothers were the first to open schools outside of Europe in India and the 
United States. The remains of the blessed Edmund Rice are housed in 
the Edmund Rice International Heritage Centre on Barrack Street. 
In 1996 Edmund Rice was beatified by Pope John Paul II.

Did you know?
The first Governor of New Zealand was born in Waterford. William 
Hobson was born in William Street in Waterford in 1793 and 
joined the Royal Navy and served as Commander in the Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. In 1837 he sailed to New Zealand and took 
part in the wars between the Maori (native New Zealanders) tribes 
and in 1840 he was made Governor.

Edmund Rice IH
C
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Theatre Royal
The Theatre Royal was originally built in 1783 and known as the Band 
Room. It was opened on Monday 26th July 1784 with Shakespeare’s 
play, As You Like It. On the opening night hundreds queued in the 
pouring rain waiting for the ticket office to open. When it finally 
opened there was such a rush that the police had to be called to 
restore order. The building was remodelled in 1876 to create a 
Victorian horseshoe shaped theatre. It is the last surviving Victorian 
theatre of its type in the country.

Theatre Royal

1784
Theatre Royal opens
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The building boom in Waterford in the 
eighteenth century (1700-1799) was fuelled 
by trade and commerce and at the time 
Waterford was the third busiest port in Ireland. 
Newfoundland in North America was one 
of Waterford’s most important trade routes. 
By 1770, between ten and fifteen percent 
of the City’s exports went to Newfoundland. 
Not only did the city’s merchants supply 
the English ships sailing to Newfoundland 
for the fishing season, but fishermen and 
mariners from Waterford and surrounding 
areas found much needed employment there.  
 
In time, those who went out to work seasonally 
in the fisheries became permanent settlers and 

it is estimated that about 33,000 people mostly 
from Waterford and its hinterland settled in 
Newfoundland between 1800-1830. The 
migration to Newfoundland from the South 
East of Ireland was the largest mass migration 
from a single region before the Great Famine. 
This migration helped with the problem of an 
ever increasing population and helped ensure 
that the South East region escaped some of 
the worst effects of the Great Famine. In 2002 
Waterford and Newfoundland were twinned 
as a reminder of this great connection. The 
Ireland Newfoundland Connection was 
established to help develop future connections. 
Traces of the Waterford culture and dialect are 
still strong to this day in Newfoundland.

Waterford’s connections with Newfoundland
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Nineteenth Century 
 Victorian Waterford

In Victorian Waterford there was a period of expansion and building. During this period a number 
of new buildings were built including in 1849 the Courthouse and in 1857, City Council diverted 
the St John’s River to create the People’s Park which continues to this day to be a public amenity 
for the people of Waterford.

The Clock Tower is one of Waterford’s best known landmarks and was built between 1861 and 
1863 at a cost of £200. It was originally intended as a public water supply and actually included 
drinking bowls for dogs!!

1857
People’s Park

Opens
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William Vincent Wallace 
(1812–1865)
William Vincent Wallace was born on March 11th 1812 at 
Colbeck Street. His father was a regimental band master 
and Wallace learned to play several instruments as a boy. 
Wallace was married three times and lived the life of an 
adventurer travelling the world, sometimes giving concerts 
in out of the way places and accepting sheep and chickens 
as payment in kind!

In the 1830s he toured Australia and established the first 
Australian music school in Sydney, the Royal Academy 
of Music and the Sydney Music Festival both of which 

are still in existence. In 1845 he returned to Britain and in November of 
that year his opera Maritana opened to great success. Wallace wrote a number of other operas 
and compositions for piano and is regarded as one of the greatest nineteenth century composers of 
English opera. In 1850, Wallace became an American citizen and is a founder member of the New 
York Philharmonic. He died in France in 1865. The William Vincent Wallace Plaza erected in the 
Millennium year (2000) on the Quays is named in his honour.

Thomas Francis Meagher (1823–1867)
Thomas Francis Meagher was born in 1823 where the present Granville Hotel is situated on 
Waterford’s quays. He was the son of the first Catholic mayor of Waterford for over 200 years 
because of the penal laws. His father was also a successful business man who had returned from 
Newfoundland. Thomas Francis was educated at Mount Sion and like most wealthy Catholics of 
his time by the Jesuits at Clongowes, Co. Kildare and at Stonyhurst College in England, and then 
studied law. From 1843 Meagher was involved in Nationalist politics initially supporting Daniel 
O’Connell’s Repeal Movement. 
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His nickname Meagher of the Sword dates from 
an impassioned speech he made in 1846 in 
favour of using physical force when necessary 
to achieve independence from Britain. 

He brought the tricolour (Irish flag) from Paris 
to Waterford, flying it in Ireland for the first 
time on March 7th 1848 from 33 The Mall 
which housed the Wolfe Tone Club. Due to his 
involvement with the Young Ireland uprising 
in 1848 Meagher was arrested and tried for 
treason and transported to Tasmania. Meagher 

escaped to America where he played a role in 
the Civil War founding the Irish Brigade. After 
the war the United States President appointed 
Meagher as the first acting Governor of 
Montana. He died in 1867 having fallen 
overboard from a steamboat into the Missouri 
River in the United States of America.

The life of TF Meagher is celebrated in the 
annual 1848 Tricolour Festival on The Mall 
and a statue of him on horseback is situated 
in front of Reginald’s Tower.

1783
Thomas Francis Meagher brings 

the tricolour to Waterford
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First for Waterford
Tricolour first flown in Waterford on 
March 7th 1848 from 33 The Mall.

Z D P T M K I V X M G Q W V Z

M R O A Y C X F Y V A F Y Y Q

V O F Z G B J L I P S R A S B

O F U A Q F G R T H Q I C C Q

M R Y N E W F O U N D L A N D

Y E D A T Y Z M T G E T L W O

H T D T Y S A A I H H R U Q S

E A U I E P I Y V E I I Z E Y

Z W A R E P O O D O S C S Q Z

M L S A C V J R N K I O B D J

W K L M I C A G T K J L X S X

M U O X E L E L I E X O L I A

Z O G T O U U O B U Q U T Q U

Q C D E F J B D H M Z R V Y J

B Q U N W M J P P W W H D S D

Cathedral
Gothic
Maritana
Mayor
Medieval
Mountsion
Newfoundland
Opera
Port
Tricolour
Waterford

Word Search
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Waterford to Tramore Railway
The nineteenth century was the age of railways. By the turn of the century Waterford had, with 
the exception of Dublin, more railways radiating from the city than any other place in the country. 
From September 5th 1853 to December 31st 1960 a train for Tramore went from a station in what 
is now known as the Railway Square. During the summer months, thousands of people would travel 
by train for a day out at the seaside. The steam engines that ran from 1853 were replaced by diesel 
engines in 1960, the same year that the line was closed.

The maximum speed allowed on the track was 40 miles per hour (65km ph) each way.  
In 1866 the Waterford Tramore Railway had the fastest trains in Ireland with an 
average speed of 30 M.P.H (48km ph). The journey to Tramore took about 
15 minutes each way. The official opening took place on Wednesday the 
5th September 1853 when the directors and 200 guests travelled to 
Tramore and back. The round trip took 25 minutes. They were 
so pleased that they did the journey again before having a 
banquet!

From 1928 to 1944 the local trades council and 
the employers of Waterford organised a yearly 
outing for deprived children from Waterford 
to Tramore by rail that became known as the 
‘Poor Children’s Outing’. The Waterford News 
of 5th September 1930 called it the “Children’s 
Fete of Joy’, recording how 1,700 children 
assembled in the grounds of the Courthouse where 
each child had their name and address, written on a 
bit of card board and attached with a safety pin.

The Waterford and Tramore Railway was unique. It was 7.25 miles (11.5km) long and unconnected 
to any other line. On the 31st December 1960, despite considerable local opposition, the line was 
closed for good. The Waterford and Tramore Railway was one of Waterford’s five Railways. The 
others included the Waterford, Limerick and Western, the Waterford and Central Ireland, the 
Waterford, Dungarvan and Lismore, the Dublin and South Eastern.
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The Waterford, Dungarvan & Lismore Railway

The Waterford, Dungarvan & Lismore Railway 
Company, opened 12th August 1878. This 43 
mile (70km) stretch of railway was the most 
expensive line to be built in Ireland at the time, 
as it followed the most difficult route of any 
railway in the South. It was considered the 
most scenic route in Ireland with the most 
amazing views of the ocean and the lush green 
countryside through which it travelled. Farmers 
used the railway to transport livestock from 
place to place; cattle sheep, pigs and sugar 

beet were the general cargo. Owners of public 
houses had their casks of ale delivered to the 
local station to be picked up by horse and cart. 
 
They operated the line until 1967 when on 
27th March the line was completely closed to 
passenger and freight traffic. Part of this line 
has now been developed by the Waterford 
& Suir Valley Railway as a Heritage Narrow 
Gauge Railway for tourist trips. 

1878
Waterford to Tramore  
Railway Opens
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In autumn 1846, the Waterford Quakers 
established a local relief committee to help 
the poor who were already suffering as a 
consequence of the famine and were likely to 
suffer more during the winter months. They 
helped by providing food and setting up soup 
kitchens. The Quakers also encouraged the 
starving people to to try support themselves 
by giving them seeds for both root and green 
vegetables which they could grow themselves.

Emigration was seen as a means of escaping 
the famine and thousands flocked to the main 
ports in Ireland including Waterford. The most 
popular ports to emigrate to were Quebec and 
New Brunswick in Canada and New York and 
Boston in America. By 1848 about 1,000 
people were emigrating from Ireland weekly.

During the famine years, the Waterford Union 
Workhouse now St Patrick’s Hospital on John’s 
Hill was a workhouse giving food and shelter 
to local people. In return the men were asked 
to break stones and work on the roads. The 
women worked in the laundry. 

In the years following the Great Famine, 
emigration to Britain, Canada and the United 
States continued to drain the country of 
its young people. While the city provided 
employment in ship building, brewing, bacon 
curing and other agriculture related industries 
there would never be enough jobs to provide 

employment for the thousands that fled the 
rural areas each year. The prosperity of the 
port wasn’t matched by the standard of living 
of the poor of the city and older parts of the 
city became slums where people lived in the 
most appalling and overcrowded conditions.

In the 19th century (1800-1899) tenement 
houses were the main form of housing for 
the lower classes where many families lived in 
one house and very often in one room. By the 
late 19th century the corporation was active 
in providing good quality housing for the 
working class. Waterford was one of the first 
urban areas to provide such housing. Yet it 
was not until the 1970s that all the slums and 
tenements had disappeared and been replaced 
by good standard housing.

Imagine your family is 
living in Waterford during 
the famine years. Write 
about your life and think 
about the options you 
have. You could emigrate, 
or you could stay and take 
advantage of the charity of 
the Quakers or you could 
enter the workhouse...

The Famine years in Waterford (1845-1850)
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Twentieth Century 
Waterford
The twentieth century in Waterford opened in May 1904 with a visit from Edward VII, the last 
British monarch to visit the City. The royal visit to the city drew out large crowds who watched King 
Edward VII proceed through streets bedecked with flags and bunting.

Annie Brophy  
(1899–1986)
Annie Brophy was born in Johnstown and 
worked for practically her entire adult life, 
from 1922 to 1978, as a professional 
photographer in her native Waterford. 
She was the first female photographer in 
Waterford and one of the first in Ireland. 
While most of the images in her collection 
are family and individual portraits, there 
are also many views of buildings and 
streets. Annie also photographed some 
important local events in the history of 
Waterford including the Ballybricken jail 
wall disaster in 1943. Her photographic 
collection of over 60,000 negatives and 
prints is housed in the Waterford City 
archives and her cameras are on display in 
the Bishop’s Palace.
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Ballybricken Jail Wall Disaster
Waterford City Jail was built in 1727 in 
Ballybricken and this jail was enlarged in the 
early 1800s and rebuilt in 1861. The old jail, 
which was closed in 1939, was being used 
as a fuel store during the emergency years of 
World War II. 

At 12.45am on Thursday 4th March 
1943, a large part of the Waterford 
jail, which was located where the Garda 
Station on Ballybricken is now, collapsed 
on houses at Kings Terrace and Stony 
Steps killing nine people. The tragedy was 
caused by the excessive amount of turf 
which was being stacked against the wall. 
The jail which was built in 1861 at a cost of £14,900 was demolished following 
the jail wall disaster. A memorial to those who died is located beside the Bull Post  
on Ballybricken.

John Condon, the Boy Soldier (1901-1915)
It is estimated that over 400,000 Irishmen fought in the Great War or World War I  
(1914-1918). Roughly 4,800 men from Waterford City and County served during the war 
and over 700 were killed. Among those was John Condon, the ‘Boy Soldier’ of the Royal Irish 
Regiment who was killed in action on 24th May 1915 before he reached his 14th birthday 
making him the youngest Allied soldier killed during World War I. John had fooled a British 
Army recruiting officer into believing he was 18 years of age and his family only discovered he 
was in Belgium when they were contacted by the British Army after he went missing in action 
on the 24th of May 1915. Condon’s grave in Flanders, Belgium is one of the most visited war 
graves and is regarded by many as a fitting symbol for the futility of war.

A memorial to John Condon is to be erected in Cathedral Square.

1903
Waterford Corporation 

declares St. Patrick’s day a 
general holiday for the city
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The development of Waterford city in the twentieth century mirrors that of Ireland as a whole. 
Historically, the city depended on servicing its rich agricultural suburbs. But problems of access to 
the British market followed by World War II had a negative impact on traditional industries and the 
local economy. The port of Waterford continued to contribute to the economic development of the 
city. There was a significant trade in the export of live cattle and sheep, usually to England. There 
were large-scale fisheries in the area, as well as salt-houses, breweries and flour mills. New industries 
were also being developed including the motor industry which started in Waterford.

First for Waterford
In 1900 Ireland’s first motor car garage was 
opened in Waterford on Catherine Street by 
William Peare in partnership with Alderman 
(Councillor) Sir William Goff who bought the very 
first car sold by the garage making him Ireland’s 
first car owner. Peare’s became the country’s best 
known “car doctor” and motorists from near and 
far brought their vehicles to Waterford for repair 
and service. In 1901 the company began building 
motorised tricycles, and was almost certainly 
the first Irish company to assemble and build a 
motor vehicle of any kind. By 1903 the number of 

motor cars in Ireland had risen 
to 236. It wasn’t until 1962 
that the first set of traffic lights 
in the City on The Manor were 
erected.

A local businessman, John 
Kelly bought the company and 
commenced trading again before the end of 1917. This business continued in 
Catherine Street up until 1999, at which time it was relocated to the Cork Road.  
The Catherine Street garage still operates as a car dealership.
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Anna Manahan (1924–2009)
Anna Manahan was born on Lombard Street, Waterford on 
October 18th 1924 and was a star of Irish stage, film and 
TV. From an early age she was interested in the theatre and 
while at school in the Mercy Convent she starred in many 
school productions and became a member of the Waterford 
Dramatic Society. She trained in the Gaiety Theatre, Dublin 
and acted in plays by George Bernard Shaw and Oscar Wilde. 
Anna won a Tony award for her achievements in American 
theatre and her role in the Beauty Queen of Leenane. She 
starred in a number of popular Irish TV shows including Fair 
City, The Riordans, The Irish RM and Leave it to Mrs O’Brien. 
She was granted the Freedom of Waterford City in 2002.

The opening of the new Waterford Crystal manufacturing 
facility in 1947 was another major positive development for 
the city which at its peak employed more than 3,000 people, 
attracted more than 350,000 visitors annually to the visitor 
centre and brought international recognition to Waterford 
City once again. In November 1966 the Waterford Industrial 
Estate on the Cork Road was established and new industries 
were coming to Waterford supported by IDA (Industrial 
Development Authority) Ireland including international 
companies in pharmaceuticals, financial services, healthcare 
and engineering.

1947
Waterford Crystal opens
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Tourism was also on the increase due to the fact 
that Waterford was well-connected by rail. It was 
connected by a line to Dublin and to the north-west 
of the country, and it was also linked by the busy 
rail line between Cork and Rosslare in Wexford. 
The rail link out to Tramore was developed 
especially with tourism in mind. It resulted in 
Tramore developing as the key centre of tourism 
in the county and the country, with its seaside 
attractions, racecourse, golf course and hotels. 
Tourism continues to be of major importance to 
Waterford’s future.

Other major developments which have helped 
maintain Waterford’s position as capital of 
the South East include the establishment of 
Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT), 
formerly Waterford Regional Technical 
College, in 1970 and the Waterford Regional 
Hospital (WRH) in 1987. WIT currently caters 
for 10,000 full time and part time students 
and has a staff of 1,000. WRH employs over 
1,700 people with 200,000 patients using 
their facilities each year.

Waterford Airport opened in 1981 and in 
1985 Ryan Air launched their first service from 
Waterford to London Gatwick. Since 2004 Aer 
Arran operate out of Waterford Airport and 
over 100,000 people use the airport each year. 
Waterford Airport is important for Waterford’s 
economic and tourism development.
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Seán Dunne (1956–1995)
Seán Dunne was born in St. John’s Park in Waterford 
in 1956. He attended Scoil Lorcain and Mount Sion 
Secondary School where he started writing for the 
school magazine before going to University College 
Cork. After graduating from University he settled in 
Cork where he worked in the City Library and wrote 
for the Cork Examiner. He published three collections of 
poetry Against the Storm (1985), The Sheltered Nest 
(1992) and Time and the Hand (1996). In 1991 he 
published In My Father’s House a biographical memoir 
of growing up in St John’s Park in the 1960s, bringing 
this era to life for many Waterford people. It was a 
best seller when it appeared in 1991. Sean died on 
August 3rd 1995 aged 39.

The Waterford Writers Weekend held annually in 
March celebrates Sean’s life.
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In the 18th and 19th Century, the most important industries in the City were brewing, ship 
building and bacon. At one time there were three breweries and four bacon factories as well as the  
ship yards.

Crystal Manufacturing in Waterford City
On November 1st 1783 Waterford 
Glass House was opened by an 
uncle and nephew, George and 
William Penrose. Known as the 
‘Waterford Flint Glass’ company, it 
was situated in Anne’s Street and 
employed between 50 to 70 people. 
Their vision was ‘to create the finest 
quality crystal for drinking vessels 
and objects of beauty for the home’. 
In 1799 William Penrose sold the 
company to Gatchell, Ramsey and 
Barcroft, and acquired one of the 
three ship building works in the City. 

In 1811 Gatchell took over the business by himself and the following year the trading environment, 
especially for glass, changed significantly with glass that was imported from Ireland into England 
being subject to tax. 

In 1851, Waterford glass exhibited at the Great Exhibition held in London’s Crystal Palace.  
 The company closed the same year but the show had provided Waterford glass with an international 
audience and created a recognised brand.

Boats, Brewing 
& Bacon!

Penrose Crystal chandelier in the  

Council Chambers of Waterford City Hall. 
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In 1947, Czech immigrant Charles Bacik established a glass works, Waterford 
Glass, which was subsequently renamed Waterford Crystal, due to the superb 
reputation or the original glassware. He was aided by fellow countryman and 
designer, Miroslav Havel. The designs from the original Waterford based glass companies 
of the 18th and 19th century inspired the designs of the new company. The new glass works was 
established on a site in Kilochan provided by Waterford Corporation. In 1950 the factory moved 
to Johnstown and then in 1967, the Waterford Crystal factory relocated to the site on the Cork 
Road. From 1955 onwards, all pieces of Waterford Crystal received the stamp with the Waterford 
mark as a seal of approval. Waterford Glass was the jewel of Waterford’s industry.

The centuries old glass making 
tradition is still practiced in the 
City and in June 2010, the 
House of Waterford Crystal 
opened a new showroom and 
manufacturing facility on  
The Mall.

The finest and oldest piece of old 
Waterford glass in existence is a 
chandelier now hanging in the 
Council Chambers of Waterford 
City Hall. It was originally made 
for Dublin Castle in 1787 at a 
cost of £277 and was returned to 
Waterford in the 1830s.

Did you know?
The three main ingredients in making crystal are ultra white silica (from Belgium), 
Litharge (Lead Oxide from Holland) and Potash (Potassium Carbonated from 
Germany). The difference between glass and crystal is the material litharge. 
Litharge contributes to the purity of colour and the refractive (Light reflection) 
properties of crystal.

House of Waterford Crys
ta

l
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Food Producers of Waterford
Waterford has a great history of producing food including 
locally appreciated blaas to internationally recognised 
brands such as Jacobs and Denny’s.

Blaas
In 1662 and 1667, the Irish Parliament passed an act 
‘encouraging Protestant strangers and others to inhabit 
Ireland’. Waterford was named as one of the cities selected 
for the settlement of Huguenot (French Protestant) refugees. 
The availability of locally produced flour influenced the diet of the 
people of Waterford and according to oral history the Huguenots introduced 
a bread product made from left over pieces of dough which they called ‘blaad’ and which was later 
corrupted to ‘blaa’ by the Waterfordians.

The Waterford blaa gained popularity, chiefly among the poor, during the 19th century. Brother 
Ignatius Rice began baking the blaa in his own bakery in Mount Sion in 1802. The blaa has been 
supplied by local family bakers operating in Waterford since the 1800s using the same traditional 
recipe handed down from generation to generation.

The Waterford Blaa Makers Association has made an application to the European Union to have 
the unique Waterford Blaa included under the ‘Protected Geographical Indication’ which means that 
only blaas made in Waterford can be officially called a blaa.

Jacobs Biscuits
The Jacobs family originally settled in Waterford in 1675 having fled Britain fearing persecution 
because of their Quaker religious beliefs. They set up a bakery business making bread and ships 
biscuits (also known by the sailors as ‘hard tack’) which were meant for long sea journeys. 
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During the industrial revolution in the 1850s Jacobs introduced new machinery which could 
manufacture fancy biscuits. In 1852 the Jacob biscuit factory was moved to Dublin and in 1885 
Jacobs invented and began to manufacture the cream cracker and Jacobs became one of the best 
known brands in Ireland.

The Pig Industry in Waterford
Throughout the centuries, pig meat was an important part of Irish diet. Town bye laws often 
regulated the keeping of pigs and in 1382 the citizens of Waterford agreed that any pig found 

wandering the streets could be immediately 
killed by the specially appointed pig wardens. 
One of the earliest references to the existence 
of a market on Ballybricken was in 1680 
and for a long period, Ballybricken was the 
centre of the pig and bacon industry for which 
Waterford was famous. As early as 1831, 
there were twice weekly pig markets held on 
Ballybricken Green. The fairs in Ballybricken 
came to an end in 1955 when the City’s first 
cattle mart was established and built on the 
traditional fair site on the green, where it 
operated until 1977.

One of the by-products of Waterford  
being a producer of pork was the 
availability of cheaper cuts of meat 
and the staples of the Waterford 
diet in the 19th and 20th century 
included crubeens (pigs feet), drisheen 
(blood sausage) and tripe  
(stomach lining).



Page 50

Henry Denny & Sons
Henry Denny was born in Waterford in 1789 and by the early 1830s had set up his own business 
on Queen’s Street (now O’Connell Street). At this time Waterford was one of the principle routes 
of export and also an important centre of pork production with over half of Irish bacon and ham 
exports going through the port. The City’s importance in the bacon trade was attributed to the 
perfecting of the curing process by Henry Denny.

In 1843 Denny’s began expanding internationally in locations such as London, Sweden, 
Germany, Denmark, Australia and New Zealand. In 1872 a second factory opened in 
Limerick with a third opening in Cork in 1888. Denny’s were such experts in the bacon 
industry that some of the Waterford workers went to Canada and Russia during 
the 1890s to help organise the bacon industries in those countries. 

During the Great War or World War I (1914-1918) Denny & 
Sons supplied the British army with 820,000,000pounds or 
372,000,000kilograms of bacon worth £50million at the time, 
making Denny’s the leading meat producers in the world. During 
the Second World War Denny & Son supplied both the British and 
American armed forces. Denny’s also invented the skinless sausage in 1941. 
At the 1933 International Food Fair in Manchester, Denny’s were awarded a gold 
medal for making the finest sausages which gave birth to the Denny Gold Medal brand. 

The Waterford facility closed in 1972 after 152 years in operation and is now owned by the Kerry 
Group who bought it in 1982 who still manufacture the gold medal sausages. Next time you’re in 
the supermarket, try to find the Denny Gold Medal sausages!

First for Waterford
Henry Denny invented the rasher in 1820 in Waterford. Up until then bacon 
was cured in chunks to try keep it fresher for longer but often the salt used in 
the curing process couldn’t penetrate to the centre of the meat and it would 
rot. Denny’s successful innovation was to cut the meat into thin slices, which 
could be cooked quickly.
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Clover Meats
In 1934 a bacon curing plant was established at Christendom, Ferrybank (Waterford Meat 
Company) with help from a Danish company which set up the factory and ran it in the early years 
until it was then taken back under Irish management and the company name was changed to 
Clover Meats Limited. The initial bacon factory grew and the company developed a beef killing and 
canning facility and later opened a cooked meats and sausage production facility. The company 
struggled to develop its home market in the early years but following the outbreak of war in 1939 
when the supply of food became a problem in England, Clover Meats took the opportunity to 
supply quantities of canned products to the UK and after the war then extended this supply to the 
Irish market. 

In the 1950s the city’s two meat plants 
jointly accounted for almost 18% of 
industrial employment in the City. In the 
1960s the Clover Meats beef processing 
plant was extended and developed. In 
the 1970’s the Clover Meats Company 
expanded again and further bacon 
processing factories were purchased in 
Wexford, Limerick and Dublin and a 
national network of distribution depots 
was also set up. At this time there was 
also a significant beef export trade with 
Europe and the UK. At its peak Clover 
Meats employed a workforce of up to 
600 staff in its factories. With the decline 
of the beef trade and the changing economic conditions in the 
early 1980’s Clover Meats found trading had become difficult and finally closed its gates in 1984.

Waterford’s food heritage is celebrated in the  
Waterford Harvest Festival held annually in September.

1820
Rasher invented 
in Waterford by  
Henry Denny
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Brewing in Waterford
Very early in the nineteenth century 
Waterford had a name for ale (beer) of high 
quality, which rapidly replaced imports from 
London and Bristol on which it had formerly 
depended. An export trade also developed, 
first to Newfoundland with which Waterford 
fisherman had established trading connections 
and later with Bristol.

Davis, Strangman & Co was a brewing 
company established in 1792 in Mary 
Street which produced ale and beer 
for home consumption and for export. 
Exports were sent mainly to Southern 
England and Wales. The company 
was bought by Cherry’s in 1832 and 
since 2003 is owned by Diageo and 
known as the Waterford Brewing 
Company. This is one of only two  
 

 
 
facilities in the world that produces the special 
ingredients that are used in brewing Guinness. 
 
The tradition of brewing is still alive in 
Waterford, in addition to the Guinness brewery 
on Mary Street a new brewery, The Metalman 
Brewing Company, opened in Tycor Business 
Park in September 2011.

Ship Building in Waterford –  
Waterford of the three shippes
Waterford has a proud tradition of ship building dating back to at least Viking times. The longboat 
used by the Vikings was popular here and a tradition of ship building was established. Early in 
the 19th Century (1800-1899) ship building was revived and developed through the decades on a 
major scale. Between the years 1806-1880 ship building was Waterford’s chief industry with four 
ship building yards. Waterford was ranked, along with Cork, as the leading centre of ship building 
in Ireland and was one of the principal ship building centres of Western Europe. Today Waterford is 
still one of the premier ports in the country, with the Port of Waterford located at Belview.
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Malcomsons, Neptune Ironworks
The Malcomsons were a Quaker family and shrewd entrepreneurs. In 1836 they founded the 
Waterford Steam Navigation Co. By February 1843 they opened a repair yard on the Park Road, 
known as the Neptune Iron Works, for their growing fleet of ships. Forty iron steam ships were built 
at the Neptune Shipyard on Park Road between 1843 and 1882, five of them were transatlantic 
liners and at its peak 1,000 men were employed by the ship yard. During the peak of the Nepture 
Ironworks, the Malcomsons were considered to be the largest steam-owners in the world.

Did you know?
The Haven Hotel in Dunmore 
East was originally built 
as a summer house for the 
Malcolmson family
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The first Waterford built steam ship was the SS Neptune, built in 1846 by the Malcolmsons. The 
SS Neptune was a 172 foot (52.5m) long iron steamer weighing 326 tonnes. At the time it was the 
largest ship of its kind in Ireland. The SS Neptune was built for the inauguration of the London to 
St. Petersburg in Russia service. The ship arrived to a great welcome. The mayor of St. Petersburg 
boarded her and as she steamed up the Neva his Imperial Majesty Czar Nicholas saluted her from 
the state barge granting her freedom from all port dues for life.

The last vessel to be built at Neptune was the steam yacht The Maritana in 1882. It was 77 foot 
(23.5m) long and weighed 30 tonnes and was built for Thomas Leger Atkins of Waterford. The 
Maritana was magnificently fitted and won the prize for elegance at the Cowes Regatta in the Isle 
of Wight in 1884.

Whites Dockyard, Ferrybank
The Whites family were prominent Quaker entrepreneurs in Waterford with extensive shipping 
business interests in the city. They began trading in O’Connell Street (then King Street) in 1776 
selling sugar and groceries. They were soon stocking imported goods such as tea, coffee, spices, 
sugar, hemp and tar, as the business grew they became ship owners and builders.

William White opened the shipyard in Ferrybank in 1820 and many skilled workers and labourers 
were recruited locally. Between 1820 and 1870 the craftsmen and artisans built over sixty wooden 
sailing ships. White’s trading was diverse; they often traded with exotic and far flung destinations 
such as Patagonia, Quebec or Calcutta. Passengers were carried from Waterford to Quebec and 
Montreal returning with a cargo of timber. Many ships carried passengers across the Atlantic during 
and after the famine.

First for Waterford 
In 1835 the Hellas had the distinction of being the first ship to bring a 
shipment of tea direct from Canton, China to Ireland for Bewleys of Dublin. 
Captain Scanlan commanded the ship, importing 2099 chests of tea, 
breaking the London tea supply monopoly. The Hellas was extremely fast 
and spent several years trading in and out of China carrying fruit and tea.
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The work was of such a high quality that 
the reputation of Whites grew nationally 
and internationally. In particular two ships 
built in White’s shipyard made a valuable 
contribution to Irish maritime history - The 
Hellas and The Merrie England. The schooner 
Hellas was built in White’s yard in 1832. It 
was 92 foot (28m) long, weighed 209 tonnes 
and was destined for deep sea voyages. 
 
White’s imported cargo such as coal, 
timber, sugar, linseed and guano were 
lucrative, earning the company big profits. 

The captains of the vessels earned large 
commissions on all the cargoes safely 
delivered, and many built large houses on the 
Quays, Lombard Street and William Street.  
 
Exceptional full-rigged sailing ships as well 
as other types of ships including schooners, 
barques and brigs were all built in White’s 
shipyard which had a reputation for quality. 
But by the 1850’s the wooden sailing ship was 
going into natural decline being replaced by 
the iron steamers and by about 1873 the yard 
had closed down.

First for Waterford 
The 201 foot long (61.2m) Merrie England was built in 1856 and was and 
still is the largest wooden sailing ship ever built in Ireland. It was a splendid 
full rigged sailing-ship. It was built for James Beazley of Liverpool. It made 
many voyages from Liverpool to Melbourne in Australia and returned to 
Liverpool via Sydney and Shanghai. This was the last full-rigged sailing-ship 
built in White’s yard
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Clyde Shipping Company
Established in the 1820s, the Clyde Shipping Company was the first steam ship company ever 
established. During World War I two Clyde ships, the Coningbeg and Formby, were torpedoed 
by German u-boats but the Clyde Shipping continued to operate a cross channel service from 
Waterford carrying passengers, cargo and live cattle throughout the war. In the post war years the 
cross channel trade from Waterford entered a period of serious decline and the SS Rockabill was 
the last of the Clyde Steamers to operate from Waterford.

 
The Coningbeg  
and Formby Ships
Throughout the first three years of World War 
I, the SS Formby maintained her twice weekly 
service to Liverpool and Bristol bringing essential 
food and goods between the ports. In December 
1917, the Clyde Shipping Company’s steamers 
SS Formby and SS Coningbeg were torpedoed 
and sunk by a German submarine U-62 off the 
east coast of Ireland. There was no warning given 
and no opportunity to lower a lifeboat. 87 people 
died, 67 of these were from Waterford and the 
surrounding areas. Every person on both ships 
died. It was the worst disaster to visit Waterford 
in the 20th Century. 

A memorial to those lost on both ships has 
been erected on the quayside opposite 
Reginald’s Tower. Captain Joseph 
Lumley of the Coningbeg and 
his son William Lumley, Second 
Engineer on the Formby were 
two of the people from Waterford  
who died.
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River Suir and the Port of Waterford
The River Suir has always been important to Waterford since back in the Viking era when it gave 
access to the city’s neighbouring counties and remains so right up to the modern day. Waterford did 
not have a bridge over the Suir until 1794 when a timber bridge known as ‘Timber Toes’ was built. 
The River Suir is wide and 
deep and it was regarded as 
a huge job to build a bridge 
across it and before 1794 
access to Waterford City 
from many areas was by 
ferry. The principal ferries 
across the Suir were those 
at Waterford City, Passage 
East and Granagh. 

In the Waterford News of 
January 1867, there was 
a report that the River 
Suir froze across to the 
Ferrybank side and that ice 
bergs floating up the River Suir threatened the bridge! The Railway Steamboat was 
trying to keep the larger masses of ice from hitting against the bridge. The River Suir froze upstream 
as recently as December 2010.

Timbertoes was a toll bridge. This was unpopular with the citizens of Waterford but despite public 
complaints, Timbertoes remained a toll bridge for over 100 years. By 1907 the Corporation 
purchased the Toll Bridge for £63,000, making it a toll free bridge from midnight on the 31st 
December 1907.

Soon a new bridge was needed. The new bridge was 700 feet (213.4m) long and 48 feet (24.3m) 
wide. The opening span was 80 feet. The total cost was £71,000. On 10th February 1913 the 
bridge was opened by John Redmond M.P. and leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party. It was 
subsequently called ‘The John Redmond Bridge’.

1794
Timbertoes - the first bridge 
across the River Suir built.
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By 1981 the Redmond Bridge was branded 
dangerous and a new bridge was needed. The 
bridge was to have four car lanes and would 
be built in two stages. The first stage began in 
August 1982; the two lanes were constructed 
by the side of Redmond Bridge, this phase 
was opened on 22nd October 1984.

The need for a second crossing of the river Suir 
in Waterford was first recognised in the 1960s 
and has been included in the Waterford City 
Council’s development plan since 1974. The 
second bridge was officially opened in October 
2009 and cost €500m to build. This bridge is 
the longest cable stayed bridge in the Republic 
of Ireland.

Port of Waterford
As mentioned earlier, Waterford’s Port as a trading centre can be dated back more than 1,200 
years to the arrival of the Vikings and continues today in the modern Port of Waterford located  
at Belview. 

King John granted the City its first Charter in 1215 which granted ‘the great Port of Waterford’ to 
its citizens. Over the following centuries imports and exports were shipped to and from England and 
the Continent mostly to Spain, France and Italy. Wine was imported on a large scale by Waterford’s 
merchants from the thirteenth century. Exports consisted mainly of leather, wheat, flour, butter and 
other agricultural produce from the area around Waterford. In 1600 only Dublin had a greater level 
of port traffic than Waterford.

Huguenot (French Protestant) refugees arrived in Waterford towards the end of the seventeenth 
century (1600-1699). They introduced new skills and trades and set up sail making industries in 
the City. By 1697 the Quakers decided to settle in Waterford and over the following centuries were 
prominent entrepreneurs in the city. The Quakers started up many successful businesses such as 
shipping, wool, and timber – this helped to diversify exports and trade from Waterford into new 
and profitable areas.

By the end of the eighteenth century (1700-1799) trade with Newfoundland was increasing in 
importance. Nearly seventy boats sailed over and back from Newfoundland every year with about 
5,000 people travelling from Waterford and the adjoining areas. There was a substantial amount 
of employment in the city as a direct result of the trade in the port.
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In 1992 the Port was moved 
to Belview, a new location four 
kilometres downstream from the city 
on the northern bank of the river. 
This is part of the world-wide trend 
to take ports out of city centres due 
to traffic congestion and the need for 
increased space for modern cargo 
handling. The Port of Waterford has a strategic location with 
a shorter approach to the open sea, and good access to road and rail. The Port provides the most 
modern docking facilities for all sizes of ships including cruise liners. In the late 1980s Waterford 
began marketing itself as a ‘port of call’ for the growing numbers of modern cruise ships. The first 
cruise ship came to Waterford in August 1989 and the business has developed rapidly every since.

 
The Tall Ships Race which was hosted by Waterford City in 2005 and 2011 once again brought the 
City’s quays to life with the tall ships that once graced the City’s quays. The 2011 Tall Ships Race 
Festival attracted over 500,000 visitors to the City.
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The River Suir and our Natural Heritage 
– Waterford Nature Park
Waterford City has two important natural heritage areas: the Special Area of Conservation along 
the River Suir and the proposed Natural Heritage Area of Kilbarry Bog. Natural heritage covers 
everything from the tiniest bugs living in the soil, the butterflies in your garden, the plants they feed 
from, to mammals and animals and where each of these live. Waterford City has a wide variety of 
natural heritage from otters and kingfishers to the Bilberry goats in Gracedieu.

Kilbarry Bog
Both the St John’s River and nearby wetlands 
are of significant historical importance. The 
Vikings initially built a longphort where the 
River Suir and the St John’s River meet. The 
Viking settlement and the Anglo Norman 
settlements which followed were protected to 
the south and east by a substantial wetland 
complex. Kilbarry Bog is the last remaining 
part of this original wetlands. 

The area of Kilbarry gets its name from the 
Church of St Finbarr and the ruins of the 
church and monastery are still in existence. In 
the 12th Century (1100 to 1199) the Knight’s 
Templar (a religious order established to 
protect Christian pilgrims) established a house 
here on lands granted by King Henry II and 
this is where the housing estate Templar’s Hall 
gets its name from.

 

 
 
Kilbarry Bog, also known as Ballynakill Marsh, 
is centred around the St John’s River and is 
made up of a number of types of environments 
including reedswamp, fresh water marsh, wet 
grassland and willow scrub woodland. The 
bog is of national importance due to the 
presence of the reed warbler (song bird) and is 
of regional importance for the level of aquatic 
diversity (variety of life and eco systems).

The Waterford Nature Park has been 
developed on the former Kilbarry Landfill 
which closed in August 2005. Since its closure 
the landfill has been remediated meaning that 
all pollutants and contaminants have been 
removed from the area and the Nature Park 
created. A number of specific areas have been 
created in the park to attract native species 
including a wildflower meadow and wetlands. 
During the creation of the park 20,000 trees 
were planted.
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Did you know?
The French Huguenots brought the goats that live on Bilberry Rock to 
Waterford when they fled France. When they arrived on the Quays in 
Waterford they brought the goats which had sailed with them from France 
up to Bilberry Rock to graze on common land. In the 19th Century (1800-
1899) when times were hard, the women from Ballybricken used to milk 
the goats to feed their family and they sold some of the milk to make 
money. The goats that currently live on Bilberry Rock are descended from 
these goats and have been described by experts as a unique ancient breed.
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Waterford City Council
Waterford along with Dublin and London can boast of 
being administered by one of the oldest civic institutions 
in Western Europe and is first made reference to in 
1195. These city corporations as they were known, were 
made up of a Mayor and a Council and are one of the 
few institutions which have survived intact since the middle ages. This sophisticated form of local 
government introduced by the Anglo Normans in 1195 has survived to the modern day with some 
changes.

Originally the Mayor was elected locally and was seen as a servant, supporter and ally of the 
English crown but they also represented the local interests. The first reference to a Mayor of 
Waterford was made in 1272 but the first named Mayor was Roger de Lom who was Mayor of 
Waterford from 1284 to 1285.

The Mayor was expected to support the crown and his chief duties were the protection of the realm 
and the maintenance of law and order. In the troubled 14th and 15th century (1300-1499) the 
Mayor had to personally lead an army against the enemies of the city. In 1368 the Mayor was 
killed when the City was attacked by the Powers from County Waterford and the O’Driscolls from  
County Cork.

In order to be elected to the City Council you had to be a member of the Guild of Merchants which 
meant you had to have a trade or craft. Waterford Corporation in the 18th century (1700-1799) 
fulfilled many of the roles that the modern City Council provides such as paving and cleaning the 
streets, providing public water supply and preventing and extinguishing fires.

In 1625 King Charles I granted the City the Great Governing Charter by which the City was ruled 
until the Municipal Reform Act 1840 was introduced. In 1898 the Local Government Act was 
passed which created County Councils and City Councils. These Councils were made responsible 
for maintaining roads, public buildings, lighting, water and sewerage. They had the power to raise 
local rates and apply to the Government for grants to pay for the services they provided.

In 1912 the Local Authorities Ireland (Qualification of Women) Act was passed which meant that 
women could be elected to the City Council. Dr Mary Strangman, from the brewing company 
family, was the first female Councillor elected to Waterford City Council on January 15th 1912. 
The first female Mayor of Waterford was not elected until 2007 when Councillor Mary O’Halloran 
was elected Mayor.

The modern City Council still continues to fulfil functions such as maintaining roads, providing 
housing, water and waste water and maintaining open spaces but now has a wider role in developing 
the City. Waterford City Council is actively involved in helping to develop Waterford as tourist 
destination and also helping make Waterford an attractive location for new businesses.

It is the year 2012 and you have been elected Mayor, what changes would you make to the  
City to make it a better place for everyone to live in?
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Bibliography
I hope you have enjoyed reading this workbook, if you would like to learn more about 
Waterford’s history, the following books may be of interest and they were used in the compilation 
of this book. Additional resources and contact information for attractions listed in this book are 
also provided below.

 
• McEneaney, Eamonn (2001) Discover Waterford

• McEneaney, Eamonn (ed) (1995) A history of Waterford and its Mayors from the  
 12th century to the 20th century

• McEneaney, Eamonn & Ryan, Rosemary (eds) (2004) Waterford Treasures: A Guide to the  
 historical and archaeological treasures of Waterford City

• Walton, Julian C. (1992) The Royal Charters of Waterford

• Department of Environment Heritage & Local Government (2004) An Introduction to the  
 Architectural Heritage of Co Waterford

• Dowling, Daniel (1998) Waterford Streets Past and Present

• Waterford Civic Trust & Waterford Museum of Treasures (2005) Shadows of the Past:  
 A Photographic Stroll through old Waterford

• Irish, Bill & Kelly, Andrew (2009) A Century of Trade & Enterprise in Waterford:  
 A Photographic Essay 1880s-1980s

• O’Neill, Jack (2011) A Concise History of Waterford

• Decies – Journal of the Old Waterford Society

Various editions available to download from Waterford County Council:

http://www.waterfordcountylibrary.ie/en/

 
 
Other Resources
Waterford City Library Services – Local Studies

Based in the Central Library, Lady Lane the Local Studies houses a collection of books, 
databases, newspapers, maps and other materials on the history, geography, archaeology, 
genealogy and architecture of Waterford City.

Web:  www.waterfordcity.ie/library/localstudies/index.htm 
  www.askaboutireland.ie

Phone:  051-849975

Email:  lstudies@waterfordcity.ie

Waterford Civic Trust - Blue Plaque Trail 

The blue plaque trail commemorates a link between a particular location and a famous person or 
event. Maps of the Blue Plaque Trail are available online. http://waterfordcivictrust.ie.
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Walking Tour of the City Walls
 
Waterford City was fortified from an early date following the arrival of the Vikings who established 
a longphort.  To protect the longphort from attack, a fort known as Dundory was built on or close 
to the site where Reginald’s Tower stands today.  Reginald’s Tower became the centre of the Viking 
settlement in Waterford City.

Why do you think the Vikings chose this location to build their fort?

 
During the Anglo Norman times a circuit of walls with fifteen gates and twenty towers were built.  
Over the centuries a number of these were taken down but the City still retains six towers and 
long stretches of town walls which represent the largest collection of medieval defensive towers 
and walls in Ireland.

Why do you think some of the city walls were taken down over the centuries? Do you think this 
was a good or bad idea?

Waterford’s 
neighbourhoods
Did you know that Waterford 
is divided into seven different 
neighbourhoods? The City Council 
plans services around each of the 
neighbourhoods from housing to the 
location of shops and other services 
including health services.

Ballybeg/Kilbarry
Sacred 
Heart

Dunmore Road

Inner
City

Lisduggan/
Larchville

North West Suburbs

Ferrybank



1. Reginald’s Tower
Reginald’s Tower is Ireland’s oldest civic urban structure and it marks the site of the first defensive 
structure built by Viking settlers in Waterford.  It is named in honour of the Viking Regnall who 
founded the City in 914.  During King Henry II’s time, around 1185, he ordered the refortification 
of the old Viking walls and the construction of the ground and first floor of the present Reginald’s 
Tower were begun at this time.

2. St Martin’s Gate
St. Martin’s Gate, along with Reginald’s Tower and Turgesius’s Tower, are the three terminal 
points of a triangular shaped enclosure which corresponds roughly with the area covered by the 
old Viking city.  St Martin’s Gate is a 13th century gate and portcullis flanked by twin towers.  It 
had a narrow entrance intended to stop invaders and to allow for the collection of taxes or murage 
grants.  In the middle ages it was used as a house.

3. Watch Tower
The Watch Tower dates from the mid 13th century and a number of changes were made over 
the centuries.  The lack of windows on the inner side of the tower suggests that it was used as a 
defensive structure in times of attack and was not occupied as a residence during peace times.

4. Double Tower
The Double Tower probably got its name from the two chambers inside the building.  One of the 
chambers provides access to the nearby St John’s Priory and the second chamber housed a stairway 
for access to the upper floors and battlements.

5. French Tower
The origin of the name of the French Tower is not known but it may have come from the Huguenot, 
French Protestants refugees who settled in Waterford in the late 12th century.  The French Tower 
would have given an excellent view out over the surrounding countryside.  The ground and first 
floor of the tower date from the 13th century when King Henry III allowed the City Council to 
collect taxes to finance the fortifications of the suburbs.

6. Semi Lunar Tower
The Semi Lunar or half moon tower is a ‘flanking’ or on the wall tower.  The purpose of these 
towers was to make defending the wall easier because attackers who attempted to scale the wall 
could be easily fought off by archers from the safety of the tower.

7. Beach Tower
The Beach Tower is built on a rocky outcrop that formed a natural defensive position. During 
the medieval period the area between the tower and the river was not developed and the tower 
provided an excellent view of the up river approaches to the City.

8. Turgesius’s Tower
Turgesius’s Tower was located roughly where the AIB Bank stands at the junction of Barronstrand 
Street and the Quay and was built at the start of the 11th century.  There is an entry in the City 
Council minutes of 1700 when Josephy Ivie was authorised ‘to pull down the castle at the end of 
the Quay level with the town wall’ and it is thought that this refers to Turgesius’s Tower.





Contacts for Attractions

Please note that there are charges for visiting some of these attractions and that booking  
may be required for large groups.

 

Reginald’s Tower 051-304220 www.waterfordtreasures.ie

Bishop’s Palace 051-304500 www.waterfordtreasures.ie

Christ Church Cathedral 051-858958 www.christchurchwaterford.com

Edmund Rice IHC 051-874390/ www.edmundrice.ie

 087-3450632

Theatre Royal 051-874402 www.theatreroyal.ie

House of Waterford Crystal 051-317000 www.waterfordvisitorcentre.com

Chorister’s Hall 051-304500 www.waterfordtreasures.com

Waterford Nature Park 051-849900 www.waterfordnaturepark.ie

Waterford & Suir Valley Railway 051-384058 www.wsvrailway.ie

Garter Lane Arts Centre 051-877153 www.garterlane.ie

Greyfriars Art Gallery 051-849856/7 www.waterfordcity.ie

Kite Design Studios 051-858914

Bilberry Goat Herd 051-872234/  www.bilberrygoatheritagetrust.com

  087-0701147

 
Walking Tours
Fadó  086 2600712 www.fadowaterford.ie

Jack Burtchaell 051-873711 www.jackswalkingtours.com
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