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Towers & Tales is an annual festival celebrating the magic of Children's
books, stories and illustration in the enchanting surroundings of Lismore
Castle. 

Dear Teacher

We would like to invite you to join in the magic of the Towers & Tales Story
Festival at one of our FREE school events. 

If you & your class would like the opportunity to meet an amazing author/
illustrator at one of these fantastic fun events please contact us with your
1st and 2nd preferences. 

nbaldwin@waterfordcouncil.ie 051 849696

Closing date for expressions of interest is Friday 14th April. 

Due to high demand, places for events will be randomly allocated to 
expressions of interest only

The Schools Programme takes place on Friday 28th April with a fantastic
line up of authors and illustrators. Meeting an author/illustrator in person
is the perfect way to encourage young minds to explore the world of
books and participate in an unforgettable creative experience.

Towers and Tales has designed a School's Outreach Programme, which takes
events into schools and venues across the region.



Paddy Donnelly | Junior - 1st Class

Kathi Burke | 3rd-5th Class
Design a cover with Kathi Burke

Have you ever wondered where writers get their ideas? 
Or how book covers are designed? 
Join Irelandopedia co-creator Kathi Burke for a masterclass
in story creation and book design. Get inspired by the world
around you, work together to make up a brand new story,
and help Kathi to design a unique and original book cover
which will be emailed to all the young artists after the
sessions.

School visits

Kathi's school visit will include two class sessions. Times to be confirmed. 

An author/ illustrator visit to Your School

Join Paddy Donnelly for a whistlestop tour through the
amazing worlds of his picturebooks, from Fox & Son
Tailers to Here Be Dragons and beyond! 
With readings, a tail challenge and a few top drawing tips
from the expert, this is bound to be a treat. 

FOX & SONS - Makers of the Finest Traditional Tails for All
Animals and Every Occasion! Rory's dad, Fox, is a tailer. The
BEST in the business! Animals come from all over to have
their tails made by him. Rory helps his dad in the shop and
one of his jobs is measuring the customers for the tails -
which isn't always easy! But Rory is bored of making the
same old tails. He has his own amazing ideas ...

Paddy's school visit will include two sessions of 50 pupils. Times to be confirmed. 

Get ready to go on an exciting adventure around Ireland. 
Unleash your imagination and sense of adventure as you discover
Ireland like you’ve never seen it before with Irelandopedia!

Picturebooks with Paddy Donnelly



Muireann Ní Chíobháin  | Junior - 2nd Class

 Events
 Aoife Dooley |  2nd - 6th Class

Pugin Hall,

Dungarvan Library

10:00am & 11:30am

12:00pm & 1:15pm

Lismore Castle

Aoife is an award-winning illustrator and author and
is the creator of Frankie’s World, a graphic novel
based on Aoife’s real-life experiences of autism, and
its sequel, Finding My Voice (April 2023). In this
interactive event you’ll hear about the inspiration for
Frankie, create your own characters and even do
some drawing

Meet Frankie!

How do you fit in and stand out when you feel different to
everyone around you?

Calling all young picturebook-lovers: bígí linn! 
Join author, screenwriter and performer Muireann Ní
Chíobháin for a very special Towers and Tales Festival
Book Bop. There’ll be silly poems, games, readings
from Muireann’s books and maybe even a bit of a
boogie. The perfect event for young readers who like
their books with a large helping of fun!

Book Bop with Muireann

Little Scúnc (Skunk) is inseparable from his soft toy friend, Smúirín (Sniffy). They go
everywhere together. One of the things Scúnc likes most about Smúirín is his unmistakeable
smell. Anytime Scúnc feels sad or anxious, a sniff of Smúirín makes everything ok again. Until
the day that Smúirín loses his special smell. Could Mommy Skunk help to put things right?



Joseph Coelho  | 2nd - 5th Classes

Robin Stevens |  6th Class

 Carrickphierish Library
Sports Hall/ Community room

10:30am  12:00pm

10:30am & 12:00pm

Joseph Coelho is Waterstones Children’s Laureate, the
foremost representative of children’s literature in the
UK. Come and meet this award-winning performance
poet, playwright and children's author and step inside
his wonderful world of poetry and writing. 
Explore the deliciously dark and funny Fairy Tales Gone
Bad series, from Zombierella to Frankenstiltskin and
Creeping Beauty. And enjoy the fun of poetry read
aloud.

The Wonderful World of Joseph Coelho

There are tongue twisters, poems to project, poems to whisper,
poems to make you laugh. There are poems to perform to a
whole class and others to whisper in somebody's ear.

Waterstones Children’s Book Prize winner Robin Stevens
talks about her inspirations for her Murder Most Unladylike
series and introduces you to her newest book, The
Ministry of Unladylike Activity. You'll get to find out which
of her detectives you're most like, and even help to create
your own mystery story! Don’t miss the opportunity to
become a super-sleuth with the queen of murder
mysteries.

1940. Britain is at war, and a secret arm of the British
government called the Ministry of Unladylike Activity is
training up spies.

The Ministry of Unladylike Activity



Joseph Coelho

Paddy Donnelly

Meet Our AMAZING Authors & Illustrators

Kathi Burke

Picture Book Author & Illustrator, Paddy especially loves
working with a textured, painterly approach. With a fondness
for illustrating the sea and animals, Paddy tries to inject a touch
of humour to his work wherever he can. Coming from a graphic
design background, Paddy is comfortable working in different
illustration styles depending on the needs of the project. He
wishes Pluto was still a planet.

An award-winning children's author, performance poet & 
playwright. The Waterstones Children’s Laureate 2022-2024, 
Joseph grew up on a council estate in Roehampton and started 
writing poems in secondary school.After studying archaeology 
at university, he spent some time in Peru and, returning to the 
UK, started doing performance poetry in schools. Joseph's work 
aims to inspire and empower children through stories and 
characters they can relate to, as well as help to explore feelings 
and celebrate inclusivity.

Kathi Burke is an award-winning illustrator from Waterford. 
She has been working as a freelance illustrator since graduating 
from the National College of Art and Design n 2012. Her work 
revolves around the things she loves – food, home, jokes, 
colours & tradition. Her first three bestselling publications in 
children's non-fiction (Irelandopedia (2015) Historopedia (2016) 
and Foclóiropedia (2017) were a collaboration with her regular 
teammate; her father John Burke. 

Aoife Dooley
Award winning illustrator, author and comedian. In 2019 she
published her first children’s book, 123 Ireland!, which won the
Specsavers Children’s Book of the Year (Junior) Award at the
An Post Irish Book Awards. Frankie's World is Aoife’s first
graphic novel, based on her real-life experiences of autism
after having been diagnosed as an adult in 2018. It was
shortlisted for the Specsavers Children’s Book of the Year
(Senior) Award at the An Post Irish Book Awards. The sequel,
Finding My Voice, will be published in April 2023.



Muireann Ní Chíobháin

Robin was born in California and grew up in Oxford, England,
across the road from the house where Alice of Alice in
Wonderland lived. Robin has been making up stories all her
life. She spent her teenage years at boarding school, reading
a lot of murder mysteries and hoping that she’d get the
chance to do some detecting herself (she didn’t). She studied
crime fiction in college and then worked in children’s
publishing. Robin now lives in England with her family.

Robin Stevens

Ed Vere

An author, storyteller and performer. You might also see 
her bouncing about your TV sometimes on RTÉjr and TG4.
When she’s not inventing or telling stories, she’s doodling 
or playing with her young sons, cooking or swimming in 
the sea – not at the same time of course! She has published 
4 books to date - Scúnc agus Smúirín (Futa Fata), 
GIY’s Know-it-ALLmanac (GIY), The Eoinín series (Futa Fata)
and Murphy’s Law (O’Brien Press).

Ed  is an award winning and New York Times bestselling
writer & illustrator of picture books. Ed also co-created the
award winning 'Power of Pictures' education programme with
CLPE which encourages visual literacy in primary school
education. Ed is the artist in residence at The Born Free
Foundation. He is writing and illustrating a book about how
we can best allow wild animals to thrive in the wild and the
conservation work Born Free undertakes. 


