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• Global resource use has 
more than tripled since 
1970

• Global material demand 
per capita grew from 7.4 
tons in 1970 to 12.2 tons 
per capita in 2017

• Material productivity 
started to decline around 
2000 and has stagnated 
in the recent years

Source:The Macro-level Picture



Circular Economy ≠ Recycling

CIRCULAR ECONOMY… KEEPING VALUE IN



Cost Structure in Manufacturing (DE)

The Micro-level Picture
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European Green Deal



35 actions along the entire life cycle of products, 
to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the EU
• Empower consumers and public buyers
• Focus on key product value chains: 

electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 
buildings; food; water and nutrients

• Reduce waste
• Make circularity work for people, regions and 

cities
• Global efforts on circular economy

A new vision for Europe



Key product value chains

Electronics and ICT

Batteries & vehicles

Packaging

Plastics
Textiles

Construction & buildings

Food, water & nutrients







“Research on the circular economy can be highly 
technical and often concerned with material flows 

above people flows”
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Walter Stahel
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Politico; 4th April  2018



Waste Hierarchy
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…to product hierarchy
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Design for Circularity
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Source: Zero Waste and 
Economic Recovery: Gaia



Skill levels

Source: WRAP, « Employment and the Circular Economy » (2015)
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In a World where…

We do not need cars … We need mobility
We do not need light bulbs … We need light
We do not need chairs … We need to sit
We do not need refrigerators … We need chilled and healthy food
We do not need CDs … We want to listen to the music
We do not need pesticides … We want healthy plants



Stakeholder engagement 

Submit your own good practices, knowledge, 
strategies and voluntary commitments! 

Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/
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